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Introduction:  
Hormozgan province stat located at north part of Persian golf and Oman Sea 
with abut 1000 Km coast line (1500 Km with 14 Islands).the marine environment 
of this province included several marine sensitive area like as ;coral reef 
,mangrove forest ,alga and sea weed habitat , estuaries ,fish nursery gerunds ,…. 
 
The marine environment of Hormozgan province includes two very different 
habitats, the Persian Gulf a warm, hyper-saline, shallow and enclosed sea and 
the Gulf of Oman, a relatively exposed and deep component of the Arabian Sea. 
The Persian Gulf is connected to the Gulf of Oman by the Straits of Hormoz, a 
channel approximately 50km wide and 100m deep at its narrowest point.  
In Iranian waters of the Persian Gulf extensive shallow areas less than 25m deep 
exist adjacent around Qeshm Island. The deepest waters of 100m occur in the 
Straits of Hormoz,. Water enters the enclosed Persian Gulf through the Hormoz 
Straits and a density and wind driven counter-clockwise current flows northwest 
along the Iranian coast and then southeast along the Arabian coast with a 
turnover time that ranges from 3 to 5.5 years (Sheppard, 1993). 
 As a consequence of the extreme aridity and high summer temperatures (>480c) 
in the region salinity, commonly measured at 40-50 ppt and up to 70 ppt 
especially in shallow, enclosed bays in the southeast (Sheppard, 1993) and highly 
variable sea surface temperatures between 180c and >350c (ROPME, 2003). The 
harsh environment of the Persian Gulf, combined with its recent geologic origin, 
have created biological communities characterized by low species richness and 
moderate to low primary productivity compared to the Arabian Sea (Price, 2002; 
Sheppard, 1993). In contrast, the Oman sea exhibits characteristics typical of 
pelagic ecosystems having lower and less variable temperature and salinity, 
greater depth (>2000m), and higher productivity and species richness (Reynolds, 
1993; ROPME, 2003 ;). 
 Important fisheries for Penaeid shrimp, grouper, jack fish and Spanish 
mackerel, exist in the Persian Gulf and for large pelagics, especially tuna, and 
small pelagics (sardines & anchovies) in the of Oman sea (FAO, 2005). 
Hormozgan province has the largest fishing fleet and reports the largest landings 
in the region. 
The Persian Gulf is far from pristine, it is one of the world’s busiest shipping 
lanes, with approximately 25,000 - 35,000 oil tankers carrying about 60% of the 
world’s oil passing through the Strait of Hormoz each year (UNEP, 1999). It has 
experienced three wars; Iran- Iraq (1980-1988), Kuwait (1991) and Iraq (2003), 
the world’s largest oil spill (1 million tones of crude) in 1991 and multiple other 
large spills including the Nowruz spill in 1983 (Gerges,1993; Price et al., 1994; 
ROPME, 2003). 
 As a result of normal oil extraction and transport it has been estimated that in a 
ten year period 1.5 million tons of oil are released into the Persian Gulf (Michel 
et al., 1986). The World Conservation Monitoring Centre (1991) suggested that 
the Persian Gulf is the most oil polluted marine area in the world. 
This marine habitats proper good conditions for the marine turtles. 
According to the reports  fine species of marine turtles observe in the Persian 
gulf and Oman sea that only tow of this reproduce in the Hormozgan coasts 
(Fadakar 2006). Abut 90% of nesting gerunds located at the islands like as 
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;Hormoz ,Qeshm,Hangam,kish,Hendorabi and Shidvar and abut 95% of nesting 
turtles are hawksbill turtle(Erthmochelys embrecata ) . Hormozgan marine 
turtles like the other part of the world are in anthropogenic and natural impacts 
like as; pollutions (oil, waste, sewage, sound, light), fisheries activities, hunting, 
coastal development, shipping and coastal erosion.  

 

 
Fig1-Location of Hormozgan province in the north of Persian Gulf and Oman 
Sea  
 
 
Methods: 
This report includes the result of 10 years monitoring (1998-2008) of Hormozgan 
coast for study of marine turtle species and nesting grounds. 
This record we visited all sandy beach in reproducing season (from March to 
September) and all inshore waters with motor boat  during to the year . 
For identify marine turtles, skule, carapace, carcasses and photographs were 
selected from coast and referenced with FAO key identification.  
 
 
 
HORMOZGAN MARINE TURTLE ESPECIES:  
A total of 8 species   marine turtle recorded  from all over the world 5 species 
were compiled from marine habitat of Hormozgan province  both in the Persian 
gulf and Oman Sea(Table 1 ). 
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Table 1. Hormozgan marine turtle species and conservation status �

conservation status��Latin name��English name 
Endangered (EN A2bd) 
ver 3.1 (2001) 

Chelonian mydas��Green turtle��

Endangered( EN 
A1abd) 
ver 2.3 (1994) 

Caretta caretta Loggerhead turtle��

Critically Endangered 
(CR A1bd) 
ver 2.3 (1994) 

Eretmochelys imbricata Hawksbill turtle��

Critically Endangered( 
CR A1abd) 
ver 2.3 (1994) 

Dermochelys coriacea Leatherback turtle��

Critically Endangered 
(CR A1ab) 
ver 2.3 (1994) 

��

Lepidochelys olivacea Olive ridley turtle��

��
The green turtle and hawksbill turtles are widely distributed in the all part of 
Homozgan marine environment but olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) were 
only reported from Jask coasts (Fadakar 2006) and Leatherback turtle 
(Dermochelys coriacea) were reported from Faror island (Fadakar 2002), Jask 
coasts (Fadakar 1381) and Qeshm island (Fadakar 2007) and Loggerhead turtle 
(Caretta caretta) only reported from Qeshm island (Darhshore 2001).    

 
 
 

 
Fig2-Green turtle (Chelonian mydas) were captured by fish gillnet in Hormoz 
island .(Fadakar 2003).�
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Fig 3- Hawksbill turtle is nesting in the Hormoz Island (photo; Fadakar 2004) 

 
 

 
Fig 4- Olive Ridly carcass from Karate's coast (photo; Fadakar 2006) 
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Nesting grounds; 
Only tow species of marine turtle's nests in Homozgan coasts. Hawksbill 
turtle( Eretmochelys imbricate) nests in all part of coasts from middle of March to 
end of May  but green turtle (Chelonian mydas) nests in Karate's coast (in east of 
Jask)and Shedvar island from May to September.  
 

�����������
Table .2- Hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricate) nesting sets in Hormozgan 
province coasts in 2008. 

location nesting no. notes 
242413N 590529E 5 Karate coast 

264254N 541428E 3 West of  Charak 
264543N 533743E 4 East of Gorzh  
263238N 540521E 8 East of Gorzh 
264149N��
 

555713E 5 West of Qeshm island 

265016N��
 

560758E 8 West of Qeshm island 

264123N��
 

������� E 130 Shibdraz-Qeshm island 

265051N��
 

560734E 3 Weast of Qeshm island 

264139N��
 

555656E 11 Weast of Qeshm island 

270335N 
 

562942E 12 South east of Hormoz 
island 
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270306N 
 

562950E 13 South east of Hormoz 
island 

270334N 
 

563002E 16 South east of Hormoz 
island 

270339N 
��

563059E 13 South east of Hormoz 
island 

N265327 
��

562354E��
��

2 LArak island 

N264943 
��

562137E��
��

2 LArak island 

265013N 
��

562239E��
��

2 LArak island 

263844N�� 555421E��
��

2�� South east of Hangam 
island  

263824N 555113E��
��

8�� South east of Hangam 
island 

262038N��
��

555554E�� 3�� South east of Hangam 
island 

263831N��
��

555117E�� 2�� South east of Hangam 
island 

263922N 533836E 10�� South of Hendorade 
island  

263934N 533738E 9�� South of Hendorade 
island  

263953N 533653E 10�� South of Hendorade 
island  

264040N 534016E 6�� South of Hendorade 
island  

262954N 540032E 5 South  of Kish island  

262953N�� 535816E�� 13 South  of Kish island  
263154N 535433E 3 South  of Kish island  

263018N 535653E 10 South  of Kish island  
264739N�� 532530E 25�� Shedvar island 

263848N�� 532517E�� 22�� Shedvar island 

264709N�� 532524E�� 4�� Shedvar island 
264700N�� 532400E 5�� Shedvar island 

264816N 534424E�� 4�� Shedvar island 

261609 N��
��

543037E��
��

2�� Faror island  

261524 N��
 

543148E��
��

4�� Faror island  

260700N  
 

5426752 E 
��

5�� Faror island  

260649N��
��

542616E�� 4�� Faror island 

 
 



 	

Table 3- Green turtle (Chelonian mydas) nesting sit in Hormozgan province 
coasts.  

Location Nesting no notes 
585929E 252602N 4 Krate coasts 
531027E 264932N 1 Lava island 
264816N 534424E�� 1 Shedvar island 

 
 

 
Fig.6- Locations of marine turtle species and nesting ground in the east of 
Hormoz Striate  
 

 
Fig.7- Locations of marine turtle species and nesting ground around the Qeshm 

,Hangam and Larak island  



 


 

 
Fig.8- Locations of marine turtle species and nesting ground in the east coast of 
Jask . 
 
 
  

 
Fig.9- Locations of marine turtle species and nesting ground around  Lanan,                     
Hendorabe, Shedvar islands and west of Homozgan province. 
 
 
 
 
 



 ��

REFRENCES: 
1-Gillian T. Braulik   2007-  Marine Mammal Records from Iranian Waters of the 
Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. GillBraulik@downstream.vg.  
2 -Karen L. Ecker t.Designing a Conservation Program Wider Caribbean Sea 
Turtle         Conservation Network (WIDECAST), 17218 Libertad Drive,San 
Diego, California 92127 USA 
 
3-Anne B. Meylan .Introduction to the Evolution, Life History ,and Biology of Sea 
Turtles .Florida Marine Research Institute, Department of Environmental 
Protection, 100 8th Avenue SE,St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-5095 USA 
Emailameylan@mindspring.com 
 
4--James I. Richardson. Priorities for Studies of Reproduction and Nest Biology. 
Institute of Ecology, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30602 USA 
 Email : rainforestry@earthlink.nt  
 
5- Karen A. Bjornda. Priorities for Research in Foraging Habitats Archie Carr 
Center for Sea Turtle Research, Department of Zoology, P. O. Box 118525, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32611 USA 
Emai l: kab@zoo.ufl.edu 
; 
6-Peter C. H. Pritchard .Taxonomy, External Morphology, and Species 
Identification. Chelonian Research Institute, 401 South Central Avenue, Oviedo, 
Florida 32765 USA 
 
7- Barbara Schroeder. Population Surveys (ground and aerial) on Nesting 
Beaches. National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of Protected Resources, 1315 
East-West Highway, 
Email : barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov 
 
8- RoldánA. Valverde. Population Surveys on Mass Nesting Beaches. Department 
of Biology; University of Michigan; Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1048 USA; 
Email : roldan@umich.edu 
 
9- Llewellyn M. Ehrhart . Studies in Foraging Habitats: Capturing and Handling 
Turtles. Department of Biological Sciences, University of Central Florida, P. O. 
Box 25000,Orlando, Florida 32816 USA;  
Email: lehrhart@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu 
 
10- Tyrrell A. Henwood. Aerial Surveys in Foraging Habitats. NOAA National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, Mississippi 
Laboratory, P. O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, Mississippi 39568  
Emai l: terry.henwood@noaa.gov 
 
11- Tim Gerrodette and Barbara L. Taylor. Estimating Population Size. NOAA 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, P.O. Box 
271 
, 
12-Nancy FitzSimmons. Population Identification. Department of Zoology, 
University of Queensland, Brisbane, Queensland 4072 Australia; 



 ��

Email : fitzsimmon @ zoology. uq.edu.au 
 
13- Justin D. Congdon. Defining the Beginning The Importance of Research 
Design. .Savannah River Ecology Lab, P. O. Drawer E, Aiken, South Carolina 
29802 USA; email : congdon@srel.edu 
 
14- Scott A. Eckert. Data Acquisition Systems for Monitoring Sea Turtle Behavior 
and Physiology . Hubbs-Sea World Research Institute, 2595 Ingraham Street, 
San Diego, California 92109 USA; 
Email : seckert@hswri.org 
 
15 Raquel Briseño-Dueñas and F . Alberto Abreu-GroboisDatabases. Banco de 
Información sobre Tortugas Marinas (BITMAR), Estación Mazatlán, Instituto de 
Ciencias. del Mar y Limnología UNAM, Apdo. Postal 811, Mazatlán, Sinaloa 
México; email : raquel@servidor.unam.mx 
,  
16- George H. Balazs. Factors to Consider in the Tagging of Sea Turtles. 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, Honolulu 
Laboratory,2570 Dole Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2396 USA; Email : 
gbalazs@honlab.nmfs.hawaii.edu 
 
17- Alan B. Bolten. Techniques for Measuring Sea Turtles . Archie Carr Center 
for Sea Turtle Research, Department of Zoology, P. O. Box 118525, University of 
Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32611 USA; Email : abb@zoo.ufl.edu 
 
18- Javier Alvarado. Nesting Periodicity and Internesting Behavior. Laboratorio 
de Tortugas Marinas, Facultad de Biología, Instituto de Investigaciones sobre los 
Recursos Naturales, Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo, A.P. 
35A, Morelia, Michoacán 58000 México ; 
 Email : jadiaz@zeus.ccu.umich.mx 
 
19- David Wm. Owens. Reproductive Cycles and Endocrinology.  Department of 
Biology, Mail Stop 3258, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas 77843-
3258USA;  Email : daveo@bio.tamu.edu AND Grice 
 


